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AZEL  W.  DORSEY. 

Lincoln's  School  Teacher  in  Indiana 
x  Buried  in  Illinois. 

J.  B.  Oakleaf. 

Azel  W.  Dorsey,  who  was  one  of  Abraham  Lincoln's 
school  teachers  in  Indiana,  had  been  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812,  prior  to  his  settlement  in  Indiana.  The  United  States 
Government  had  set  aside  that  part  of  Illinois  bounded  on  the 
east  and  west  by  the  Illinois  and  Mississippi  Rivers  and  north 
of  their  conjunction;  the  northern  boundary  being  the  north 
line  of  Mercer  County,  which  was  called  the  "Military  Tract," 
to  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and  the  soldiers  of  the  War  of  1812.  There,  each  soldier, 
under  his  bounty,  was  entitled  to  a  tract  of  land  not  to  exceed 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 

For  several  years  I  had  heard  rumors  and  suggestions 
that  Azel  W.  Dorsey  had  moved  to  Illinois,  but  no  one  seemed 
to  be  able  to  give  me  any  information  as  to  his  whereabouts. 
I  concluded;  from  the  fact  that  Azel  W.  Dorsey  had  been  in; 
the  War  of  1812,  that  he,  perhaps,  had  moved  to  the  military 
tract  and  entered  land  under  his  bounty,  and  finally  I  found 
that  my  conclusion  was  correct,  and  I  located  him  as  a  settler 
in  Schuyler  County,  which  is  the  Southeast  County  of  the 
military  tract. 

Azel  W.  Dorsey  moved  to  Illinois  sometime  in  the  year 
1828,  where  he  became  a  patron  of  the  Rushville,  Illinois, 
Postoffice,  and  he  taught  school  in  Schuyler  County. 

Mr.  Dorsey  must  have  been  a  staunch  supporter  of  the 
church  for  he  was  a  subscriber  to  the  Christian  Advocate  and 
Journal,  the  records  of  the  Rushville  Postoffice  show  that  he 
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is  still  indebted  to  the  United  States  Government  for  "pos- 
tage for  seven  quarters,  (19Vk  cents  each)." 

The  records  of  the  Recorder's  Office  of  Schuyler  County, 
show  that  he  had  entered  the  Northeast  Quarter  (N.  E.  %) 
of  the  Northwest  Quarter  (N.  W.  %)  of  Section  Twenty-Six 
(26),  Township  Two  (2)  North  Eange  Four  (4)  "West  of  the 
Fourth  Principal  Meridian,  and  patent  was  issued  to  Azel 
Waters  Dorsey  on  the  10th  day  of  October,  1840. 

There  also  was  a  patent  issued  to  him  on  the  10th  day  of 
October,  1840,  for  the  East  Half  (E.  y2)  of  the  Northeast 
Quarter  (N.  E.  *4)  Section  Twenty-one  (21)  Township  Two 
(2)  North  Range  Three  (3)  West  of  the  Fourth  Principal 
Meridian.  The  original  patent  is  in  the  possession  of  the 
author  of  this  article. 

In  talking  with  people  in  and  about  Rushville,  Illinois, 
I  was  convinced  that  Mr.  Dorsey  departed  this  life  in  Schuy- 
ler County.     If  so,  where  was  he  buried? 

The  first  above  described  land  is  in  Huntsville  Township, 
and  the  second  is  in  Camden  Township,  Huntsville  being  the 
southeast  Township  in  the  County,  and  Camden  lies  directly 
east  of  it. 

I  was  told  of  a  cemetery  situated  in  Huntsville  Township, 
and  concluded  to  make  my  search  there  for  the  grave  of  Azel 
W.  Dorsey. 

On  the  first  of  July,  1928,  in  company  with  Mr.  J.  S.  Little 
and  his  sister,  Virginia  Little,  and  Mrs.  L.  H.  Byrns,  of  Rush- 
ville, wife  of  the  Recorder  of  Deeds  of  Schuyler  County,  who 
had  lived  in  the  village  of  Huntsville,  we  drove  to  the  King 
farm,  which  adjoins  the  village  of  Huntsville  on  the  south, 
and  inquired  of  a  young  man  whom  we  saw  in  the  barnyard 
whether  there  was  an  old  cemetery  near  there.  He  pointed 
to  a  few  evergreen  trees  growing  about  eighty  rods  south  of 
where  we  were,  and  told  us  that  there  was  an  old  cemetery 
there. 

We  found  that  the  information  was  correct.  It  was  not 
fenced  in.  We  counted  sixty-two  marble  slabs,  some  were 
quite  small,  others  regulation  marble  slab  size,  which  had  all 
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Grave  of  Azel  W.  Dorsey,  Abraham  Lincoln's  last  school  teacher  in  In- 
diana. Grave  is  in  Huntsville  Township,  Schuyler  County,  Illinois.  Picture 
taken  July  1,  1928,  by  Miss  Virginia  Little  of  Rushville,  Illinois. 
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been  broken  off  at  the  base  and  were  lying  on  the  ground 
among  the  weeds  and  grass  in  an  open  pasture  for  cattle  and 
hogs. 

In  a  hog  wallow,  we  pried  up  quite  a  large  slab  and  iti 
proved  to  be  the  slab  that  originally  marked  the  grave  of 
Azel  W.  Dorsey.  It  was  very  dirty  and  we  cleaned  it  off  and 
set  it  up  and  Miss  Little  took  a  picture  of  it. 

The  inscription  on  the  tombstone  reads: 


AZEL  W.  DOESEY 

Died 

.Sept.  13,  1858. 

Aged  73  Yrs.,  10  Ms.,  8  Ds. 

which  makes  his  date  of  birth  November  5th,  1784. 

The  inscription  at  the  bottom  of  the  tombstone  is :  "  Yea, 
though  I  walk  through  the  Valley  of  the  Shadow  of  Death, 
I  will  fear  no  evil,  for  Thou  art  with  me,  Thy  rod  and  Thy 
staff  they  comfort  me." 

I  have  read  in  different  articles  that  on  the  tombstone 
there  was  a  statement  that  he  had  been  a  school  teacher  of 
Abraham  Lincoln.  I  have  also  been  told  by  those  who  seemed 
to  know  that  the  grave  was  in  a  pasture  field  near  Astoria, 
(Fulton  County)  Illinois,  and  half  a  dozen  other  leads  were 
given  me,  but  I  was  doomed  to  disappointment  until  I 
reached  Eushville  and  made  my  final  search  there. 

The  people  of  Eushville  have  interested  themselves  in 
the  matter  and  have  formed  an  historical  society,  of  which 
Howard  W.  Dyson,  Editor  of  the  Eushville  Times,  is  an  in- 
terested member.  The  grave  of  Azel  W.  Dorsey  will  now 
have  attention.  The  marble  slab  will  be  re-erected  and  the 
grave  surrounded  by  an  iron  fence  with  a  bronze  plate  at- 
tached informing  the  passer-by  that  the  remains  of  Azel  W. 
Dorsey,  Abraham  Lincoln's  school  teacher,  are  resting  there. 

In  1885,  Eev.  Chauncey  Hobart,  of  Eed  Wing,  Minne- 
sota, a  member  of  one  of  the  first  families  that  settled  in 
Schuyler  County,  published  a  book  entitled,  "Eecollections 
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of  My  Life.    Fifty  Years  of  Iterancy  in  the  Northwest. ' '    On 
page  71  is  the  following : 

"  "In  the  fall  and  winter  of  1828-29,  Azel  W.  Dorsey 
taught  the  school  in  our  neighborhood,  which  I  attended. 
From  Mr.  Dorsey  I  first  heard  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  who  had 
been  one  of  his  pupils  the  winter  previous.  Mr.  Dorsey  re- 
membered young  Lincoln  kindly,  spoke  of  him  frequently  and 
said,  "Abraham  Lincoln  was  one  of  the  noblest  boys  I  ever 
knew1  and  is  certain  to  become  noted  if  he  lives." 

Rev.  Hobart  was  a  Methodist  minister  and  no  doubt 
Dorsey  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  which  weV^an 
well  conjecture  as  he  was  a  subscriber  to  the  Christian  Advo- 
cate. The  above  statement  by  Mr.  Dorsey  to  Rev.  Hobart  is 
the  only  statement  we  have  of  Azel  W.  Dorsey  concerning 
Abraham  Lincoln. 

What  a  wonderful  tribute  from  a  school  teacher  when  he 
said,  "Abraham  Lincoln  was  one  of  the  noblest  boys  I  ever 
knew  and  is  certain  to  become  noted  if  he  lives." 

Azel  W.  Dorsey  passed  to  the  Great  Beyond  when  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  was  beginning  to  become  known  outside  of  his 
own  state,  during  his;  debates  with  Douglas.  Because  Azel 
W.  Dorsey  was  Abraham  Lincoln's  school  teacher  at  one 
time,  his,  last  resting  place  will  not  be  forgotten,  for  it  will 
be  a  mecca  for  many,  who  will  visit  the  resting  place  of  the 
man  who  helped  to  inspire  the  mind  of  Abraham  Lincoln  to 
great  deeds. 


ABE  LINCOLN'S  SCHOOLHOUSE  AT  KNOB  CREEK,  KY. 
His  teacheis  were  Zachariah  Rirtey  and  Caleb  Hazel. 


No.  65 


FORT  WAYNE,  INDIANA 


July  7,  1930 


LINCOLN  LORE 


Bulletin  of 
Thb  Lincoln 
Htsto  BIO  A  I. 
R  e  8Bir.cn 
Foundation 


Or.  I. on  is   A.   Warren 


Endowed  By 
The  Lincoln 
National  Life 
Insurance 
C  o  m   r  A  N  Y 

Editor 


AZEL  W.  DORSEY,  LINCOLN 
PEDAGOGUE 

The  last  name  of  one  of  Lincoln's 
school  teachers  was  Hazel,  and  the 
first  name  of  his  last  instructor  was 
Azel.  The  similarity  of  names  has 
caused  some  confusion  in  identifying 
these  two  characters. 

Azel  Walters  Dorsey  was  the  only 
school  teacher  of  Lincoln,  as  far  as 
we  can  learn,  who  lived  contempore- 
anous  with  him  in  the  Illinois  country. 
When  Lincoln  prepared  his  auto- 
biographical sketch  for  Scripps  and 
named  his  five  school  teachers  succes- 
sively, he  named  Dorsey  last.  His 
only  personal  reference  in  this  sketch 
about  any  one  of  the  teachers  was 
about  the  latter,  of  whom  he  said: 

"The  family  of  Mr.  Dorsey  now  re- 
sides in  Schuyler  County,  Illinois." 

The  first  information  we  learn 
about  Dorsey,  in  the  court  records,  is 
the  fact  that  he  married  Eleanor 
Spriggs  in  Nelson  County,  Kentucky, 
on  January  4,  1807.  Three  days  later 
he  and  his  brother  Greenberry  Dorsey 
went  on  a  note,  payable  to  Abraham 
Vanmatre,  for  the  sum  of  $225.  We 
would  infer  that  coming  so  close  to 
the  date  of  the  wedding  it  had  some- 
thing to  do  with  the  matrimonial 
venture.  Whatever  the  money  was 
used  for  it  is  evident  that  the  Dorseys 
could  not  meet  the  payment  when  it 
came  due  on  the  following  December, 
and  it  was  in  May  of  the  next  year 
before  any  payments  were  made. 

The  year  Abraham  Lincoln  was 
born  Azel  Dorsey  and  Greenbury  Dor- 
sey his  brother,  were  farming  a  piece 
of  ground  in  Hardin  County,  Ken- 
tucky, close  by  the  Mill  Creek  farm 
purchased  by  Thomas  Lincoln.  Dor- 
sey must  have  been  well  acquainted 
with  Lincoln's  father  and  his  aunt 
Mary  Lincoln  Brumfield.  The  Brum- 
fields  were  close  neighbors. 

In  this  same  year  1809  Azel  Dorsey, 
George  Burkheart,  and  Greenberry 
Dorsey  had  rented  some  land  on  Clear 
Creek  from  Michael  Reuch.  The  fate 
of  the  venture  is  best  told  in  answer  to 
the  bill  of  the  suit  which  Reuch 
brought  to  recover  damages. 

"They  (Dorsey,  Burkheart,  and 
Dorsey)  did  cultivate  the  ground  in  a 
farmer-like-manner  under  the  term 
leased  .  .  .  they  did  pay  the  plaintiff 
Yz  part  of  the  corn  raised  on  the  said 
farm,  stacked  the  hay  in  three  or  six 


stacks  and  gave  the  plaintiff  one-third 
thereof  ...  on  that  day  there  was  a 
great  tremendous  flood  and  freshet  in 
Clear  Creek,  running  through  the 
leased  premises,  which  swept  and  car- 
ried off  from  the  said  premises,  all 
the  rails  and  fencing  thereon,  by 
means  of  which  irresistible  act  of  na- 
ture or  God  the  defendants  were  dis- 
abled from  leaving  the  farm  in  the  re- 
pair required  by  the  covenant." 

Apparently  the  Dorsey's  matri- 
monial seas  were  rather  rough  those 
first  two  years  as  far  as  financial  mat- 
ters were  concerned. 

By  the  year  1813,  however,  the  tax 
lists  show  that  Dorsey  owned  100 
acres  of  land  and  three  horses.  The 
same  year  he  was  appointed  a  com- 
missioner of  the  revenue  tax.  This 
was  a  responsible  office  and  kept  Dor- 
sey busy  several  weeks  with  a  fair  re- 
muneration. His  brother,  Greenberry, 
owned  slaves  but  there  is  no  record  to 
show  how  Azel  stood  on  this  question 
which  was  a  live  subject  of  debate  in 
pioneer  Kentucky. 

Dorsey  arrived  in  the  Indiana  coun- 
try as  early  as  May  13,  1816,  when 
he  served  as  clerk  of  an  election  at  the 
home  of  William  Berry  in  Ohio  Town- 
ship, Warrick  County.  In  the  year 
1818  he  was  serving  as  Treasurer  and 
Coroner  in  the  territory  that  is  now 
Spencer  County,  Indiana. 

Such  responsible  positions  as  these 
indicate  that  Dorsey  was  a  leader  in 
the  affairs  of  the  community. 

His  popularity  may  have  been  re- 
sponsible for  his  decision  to  enter  the 
mercantile  business  as  set  forth  in 
this  agreement  filed  in  Spencer  Coun- 
ty Court  House: 

Rockport,  March  10,  1819. 

"A  covenant  and  particular  bond  be- 
tween A.  W.  Dorsey  and  M.  B.  Snyder. 
We  do  agree  to  and  have  this  day  en- 
tered into  co-partnership  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  for  the  term  of  5 
years  trading  under  the  firm  of  Dor- 
sey and  Snyder  .  .  .  ." 

"As  early  as  1820  Dorsey  began  to 
purchase  lots  in  Rockport,  near  where 
he  then  lived,  but  by  March  seventh  of 
the  following  year  he  had  moved  to  an 
adjacent  county,  Dubois.  The  census 
for  1820  shows  him  to  be  a  resident  of 
Dubois  county,  at  that  time.  He  and 
his  wife  are  both  listed  as  between  26 
and  45  years  of  age.  Three  sons  under 
ten  years  of  age  and  one  boy  between 
10  and  16  are  also  listed.  By  May  10, 
1823,  the  family  had  returned  to  Spen- 
cer County  but  continued  to  sell  some 
of  their  Rockport  land  holdings.  It 
was  in  June,  1824,  when  it  appears 
that  their  last  Rockport  real  estate 
was  sold.  What  became  of  the  part- 
nership venture  with  Snyder  in  the 
mercantile  business  is  not  known. 

It  seems  most  likely  that  it  was 
during  the  early  months  of  1826  that 
Lincoln   attended   Dorsey's   school   as 


on  March  1,  of  that  year  Lincoln 
copied  into  his  manuscript  book  of  ex- 
amples several  items  under  these 
headings:  1st  "A  definition  of  dis- 
count," second,  "Rules  for  its  compu- 
tation," third,  "Proofs  and  various  ex- 
amples." i 

Dorsey's  qualifications  to  teach  are 
evident  as  he  was  able  to  instruct 
James  Swaney,  a  former  teacher  of 
Lincoln.  In  fact,  it  may  be  accepted 
without  doubt  that  Dorsey  was  by  far 
the  best  equipped  tutor  who  had  in- 
structed Lincoln,  and  fortunately 
came  in  contact  with  the  boy  at  a 
time  when  some  advanced  training  in 
mathematics  would  be  helpful  to  him. 

The  variety  of  the  positions  that 
Dorsey  held  tends  to  prove  that  his 
education,  for  that  day  at  least,  was 
not  of  the  single  track  style.  The 
student  of  arithmetic  then  was  con- 
sidered to  have  reached  the  peak  of 
intellectual  achievement. 

At  the  time  Lincoln  became  the 
pupil  of  Dorsey  the  latter  was  about 
forty-two  years  of  age  as  he  was  born 
November  5,  1784. 

Dorsey  migrated  to  the  Illinois 
country  two  years  before  the  Lincolns' 
left  Indiana  and  taught  a  term  of 
school  there  in  the  fall  and  winter  of 
1828-29. 

The  late  J.  B.  Oakleaf  contributed 
an  article  to  the  Journal  of  the  Illinois 
Historical  Society  in  which  he  tells  of 
Dorsey's  residence  in  Schuyler  Coun- 
ty, Illinois,  and  was  successful  in  lo- 
cating the  grave  of  Dorsey.  Mr.  Oak- 
leaf  was  convinced  that  Dorsey  was  in 
the  war  of  1812  and  received  his  land 
grant  in  Schuyler  county  in  recogni- 
tion of  that  service.  In  1840  Dorsey 
entered  two  tracts  of  land  in  the 
county. 

Mr.  Oakleaf  was  successful  in  dis- 
covering the  grave  of  Dorsey  and  on 
the  tomb  stone  the  date  of  his  death 
was  clearly  inscribed:  September  13, 
1858.  This  discovery  would  not  allow 
the  continuance  of  the  tradition  which 
claims  that  Dorsey  was  living  at  the 
time  of  Lincoln's  election  to  the  presi- 
dency. It  does  not  invalidate  the  testi- 
mony of  Dorsey  that  at  the  time  he 
taught  Lincoln,  his  pupil,  who  was 
then  marked  for  the  eagerness  and 
diligence  with  which  he  pursued  his 
studies,  came  to  the  log  cabin  school 
house  arrayed  in  buck  skin  clothes,  a 
racoon-skin  cap,  and  provided  with  an 
old  arithmetic  which  had  been  found 
for  him  to  begin  his  investigations 
into  the  "higher  branches." 

One  of  Dorsey's  Illinois  school  pu- 
pils, the  Reverend  Chauncey  Hobart, 
in  his  book  "Recollections  of  My  Life. 
Fifty  Years  of  Iterancy  in  the  North- 
west," writes  that  Mr.  Dorsey  remem- 
bered young  Lincoln  kindly,  spoke  of 
him  frequently  and  said: 

"Abraham  Lincoln  was  one  of  the 
noblest  boys  I  ever  knew  and  is  cer- 
tain to  become  noted  if  he  lives." 
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Ruehvill  e    111. 

April   ?A    1931. 

Dear  J  r    "arren:- 

T  ar  an   enthusiastic  acta i re r  of  the 

rrreat   en^anc I  pa  tr  r .         I    ar   anxious    tr    get    as   ;  uch    information 

as    T    can    ""e ,Ta re1  in 7  hii  .      Therefore    T   appreciate   those    leaflets. 

-•    f».  t.her   and    six  uncles,   also   one    cousin  were   Union  soldiers S 

so;  e   of   whoa    languished    in   Libby  and    crawled   through   the  noted 

tunnel.      ~o   you   can    imagine    th .?   kind    of   training    T   had. 

o-p  October   "0   1858    Lincoln   spoke    in    Riishville  ,nearly  a   '"ear 

before   1  "T   birth,   but    two    "ears   ago  ,   r.x*   friend   H.TT.Fay, custodian 

of   t/^p.    Lincoln  I'onn^ent   su — ested    that    1  revise   some   way   to 

mark   the    spot    fror     vhich   he   spoke.  I    solicited   and   raised 

funds   with   which   tr    p    rchase    the   bronze  tablet   which   ir^ii    see  °n 

the  native   boulder    vhich    T   found    in  our   County. 

All    labor  and    other  naterial  was   donated.  I  made   a    nlace 

for>  a   flag   in    the   base   and   asked    o-r   congressman   Hon   S  •«!••.•  King 

to  danate   a   flag,  and    got    i;t.      Its    in  my   care   and   on   special 

occas 1 ons jthat    flag    is    planted    there,  \nother    s~>ot    in  our 

count*"   should    be   rnarked   by   8    fence.      The   bod-"'   of  A.-, el  "'  DorseTr 
one   of   Lincoln's    teachers    ties    in   our  doiinty    in  an.   old   deserted 
country    grave-yard.      Its    in  a-   blue-gpass    pasture  absolutely 
unprotected   and    is    rim  oyer   by   farra   stock. 

Here    isa  question   I  would    like   for   some   one   to  answer. 
WapeLincblri  and   Lee     related?  I-'ary  Ann   Lee  was   a   first   cousin 

to    (Jen.  Lee   and    she    >';as   my   father's   Or  and -mother  raking  my   father 
a    third    cousin   to    Lee.      This    Is   absolutely    true. 

tt0v7    it    is    said    on   fairly    ^oo$   authority  that   'a""   Ann   Lee   was 
related j. to   Lincoln.  3ince    1  Lave   been   receiving  Lincoln  Lore, 

nothing  has   been   said   about    a    Relationship  existing  between 
Lj  ncoln  and    7,ee  . 

I   mu  s  t     stop, 

1  "o u ^  s   w  i  t  h    ^e  s  r>e  c  t . 


i^^&A 


April  29,  1931 


Mr.  Leander  Settles 
Bmshville,  Illinois 

My  deer  Mr.  Settles: 

fill  you  please  accept  my  thanks  for  the 
portrait  which  you  kindly  enclosed  and  information 
relative  to  its  origin. 

I  trust  you  may  he  able  to  Interest  some  one 
in  marking  the  grave  of  Azel  W.  Ttorm?* 

With  reference  to  the  Lincoln-Lee  relation- 
ship, the  authority  for  this  is  the  late  Dr.  I.  S. 
Barton,  who  feels  he  has  been  ahle  to  trace  a 
family  connection  through  the  mother  of  Abraham 
Lincoln.    His  hook  on  the  "Lineage  of  Lincoln*  sets 
forth  this  claim. 

Vbt?   sincerely  yours. 


XI rector 


Lincoln  Historical  fiesearch  Foundation 
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March  27,  19^6 


Mrs.  Itolla  3.  Eyerly 
710  E.  Washington  St* 
Winteraet,  Iowa 

My  dear  Madams 

I  regret  ws  do  not  have  very  muoh 
information  about  Aiel  W«  3>oraey#     I  am  attaching 
to  this  latter  a  photostat  of  a  bulletin  which 
may  give  you  some  little  information  about  Mr.  Eorsey, 
I  regret,  however*  that  except  for  the  fact  that  he 
came  tc  Indiana  from  Kentucky  and  then  moved  on  to 
Illinois ,  we  know  very  little  about  hie  activities  • 

Very  truly  yours  • 


director 
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March  2k,  19^9 


Qolonel  A  .3).  Dorse tt 

Sunset  Hills 

larpon  Springs,  Florida 


Colonel  Dorsett: 


Upon  ay  return  to  mj  desk  after  an  absence  of 
nine  weeks  on  an  extensive  speaking  Itinerary  I  find  your 
letter  with  reference  to  Axel  Dorsey,  and  thought  you 
might  wish  to  hare  some  of  the  'bulletins  I  enclosed* 

If  you  *f*er  learn  anything  further  about  Azel  Dorsey 
than  that  which  appears  in  the  attached  "bulletins,  we  would 
be  wry  happy  to  hare  such  Information. 

Very  truly  yours, 


1MB 

Rnos  •  Director 


Alvin  DeWitt  Dbrsett 
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Teacher  of  Lincoln  Is 
Buried  itfSchuyler  County 


Crave  of  Azel  Dorsey,  one-time  teacher  of  Lincoln      Graye 

from  Lincoln's  tomb  in  Spnngfield:______ Ll ' 

|  ~nThis~  native  Kentucky. 

Rushville,  111.,  July  20.-Tucked  I       what  nule  information  is i  avail- 
awav  in  a  corner  of  a  quiet  mead-    '  able   on  Dorsey   was   >JJ*yj 
*_    .u.    ^m,.*v,Mo=T    corner    of  i   tne  iate  J.  B.  OaKieai  »nu  u 


ty  u»  uu».  ~— lonwhicnmes.... 

townships.  f        but  not  many,  people 

Mr.  Oakleaf  reports  that  when   ™  gee   The    grave.   He  con- 

he  found  the  grave  on  the  Theo-  j  however,    that    he    knows 

dore  King  farm,   about  half  mile  i        ^  more   about  Dorsey  that  is 
south  of  the  village  of  Huntsville,  the  tombstone. 

the  grave  had  not  been  kept  andlieid - 

the   tombstone  had  been   knocked  U- 
over  Only  inscription  on  the  stone 
was:  Azel  W.  Dorsey,  Died  Sept. 
13.    1858.   Aged   73  Yrs.,    10   Ms., 
8  Ds. 

/Apparently    interest    in    Dorsey! 
grew   for  in  1932  the  late  Logan 
Settles  of  Rushville,  who  claimed 
he  was  related  to  Lincoln,  obtained 
a  stone  from  the  Lincoln's  tomb 
in  Springfield  and'  had  it  erected 
over  the  grave.  The  original  stone 
was  embedded  in  the  newer  one. 
Inscription  on  the  new  stone  is:  i 
••Erected    by    Logan    Settles    in 
memorv    of    Azel    Dorsey    school; 
teacher  of  Abraham  Lincoln  1826. 
Stone  from  Lincoln's  tomb.  1932." 
An   iron  picket   fence  has  been 
erected  around  the  stone. 

The  now  =  inactive  Schuyler 
County  Historical  Society  for  a 
time  also  took, an  interest  in  the 
grave.  The  late  Howard  W.  Dyson, 
editor  of  the  Rushville  Times,  was 
the  society's  most  active  member. 


the  northwest  corner  of 
Schuyler  county  is  the  grave  of  an 
HSost    unknown  man    who .may 

have  had  a  great  influence  on  the 
life  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

His  name— which  will  ring  farnu- 
iar    in    only   a    few    ears-is  Azel  I 


;^;r\n'rrt^on.humm^ 

journal  of  the  Illinois  State  His 

toncal  Society.  reported, 

Dorsey,    Mr.    OaUeat   i ley 
had  been  a  soldier  in  the  War  oi 
iS^Sre  settling  IjWh-jHj 


ater  move^toThe  Military- Tract 
Dorsey.  .    J  ffS5K  county.  (The  Military 

J^fSi  of  r  few^en  S  fog  f-J^jSLVSj 


ie\V       IIlUIILiia      v..       - 

1  dent's  skimpy  *or™a\eQa^°nrical 

The     Illinois     State     Historical 

society  is  to  honor  the   grave   of 

i  this  early  frontier  teacher  soon  bv 

;  erecting  a  plaque  near  it. 

Lincoln's  formal  education,  as 
leverv --schoolboy  is  taught,  ^a, 
I  slight  Experts  believe  that  all  to- 
I  gefher  Lincoln  received  only  about 
!  mne  months  of  schooling.  He  cer 
Mainly  did  not  receive  more  than 
a  x  ear  As  history  records,  Lincoln 
was   a  self-educated   man. 

Lincoln's  La*t  Teacher. 
just  what  influence,  if  any,  Mr. 
Dorsey  had  on  the  future  of  Lm- 
;colni  not  known  and  it  is  doub- 
iu  if  it  will  ever  be  known  It  is 
not  even  known  for  how  long  a 
time  Dorsey  taught  Lincoln. 

^bout  all  that  is  certain  is  this. 
i      Dorse v  was  one  of  three  mner- 
!  ant    teachers  who  taught   Lincoln 
!  while  he  lived  in  Spencer -county 
Ind     in    his    boyhood.    The    other 
Jwoyears  were  Andrew  Crawtord ; 
'and   a  man  who  is  recorder  only 
^Sweeney.  Dorsey,  it  ?s  believed, 
was  the  last  teacher  Uncoln  had., 
Dorsey-s  term  as   a  teacher  of 
lincoln   certainly  could   not  have 
been  long  for  Lincoln,  in  addition, 
W   hi     schooling   in   Indiana,    also 
''attended  school  for  a  short   time; 


1 1812  as  bonuses. )  > 

Taught  In  Schuyler. 

!      In  1828  Dorsey  became  a  patron  . 

of  the  Rushville  post  office  and 
'also  taught>school  in  Schuyler 
!  St  R^ords  in  the  recorder. 
I  office    in    Rushville,    Mr.    Oakleai 

S,  show  Dorsey  owned  proper-; 


.THE  QUTNCY  (ILL.!   HERALD-WHIG,  SUNDAY,  JULY  20,  1952, 


?7th  flnn   *egarJin£  LINC01JJ  ^  #65  mentioned  in  my  letter  to  you  of  Julv 

#1.  Picture  of  Dorsey  cobblestone  monument  erected  in  iq^p  w  ««- 
Logan  settles.  This  grave  is  about  one  mile  South  of  Sm  t  ?•   7 


#2.  Is  a  closer  picture  of  #1  and  erection 
the  stone  by  the  use  of  a  magnifying  glass. 


remarks  can  be  read  on 


CM 
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#5;  This  picture  shovs  the  opposite  side  of  the  stone  on^ 

the  Dorsey  epitaph. 


■i' 
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*-; 

4.1 


#4»  when  I  endeavored  to  take  this  picture,  the  cattle  you  see  on 
picture  #1  evidently  didn't  like  the  idea  of  my  invading  their  territory  and  they 
came  after  me,  at  least  1  thought  they  did  and  I  felt  that  i  had  to  hurry  and 
get  out  of  the  way  of  them.  That  is  why  i  goofed  in  taking  the  picture.  This  is 
what  the  stone  reads;  Erected  by  Logan  Settles,  In  Memory  of  Azel  Dorsey,  School 
Teacher  of  ABRAHAM  LIMCOLN,  1826,  Stone  from  LINCOLN'S  TOMB  1932. 
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